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THIS MONTH, VISIT  
WMU.COM/BLOGS  
for an update on the Crownovers’ 
work and current praises and prayer 
requests.
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BY KAYLA SWANSON

CROWNOVER FAMILY SEEKS TO REVITALIZE THE CHURCH IN NORTH GERMANY.

LOOKING PAST THE 

LANDMARKS
LEAD WOMEN ON MISSION: Use 

with meeting plan on pages 10–11  
in Women on Mission Leader  

(Spring 2022).
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For many, Europe is a tourist destination—a place to 
travel for a couple weeks’ vacation and then return home 
with memories of good food and pictures of famous 
landmarks. But for Arc and Rachel Crownover and their 
four kids, Uriah, Noa, Hananiah, and Malachi, it is home. 
For eight years, the Crownovers have served as church 
planters in Germany, first in Hamburg, now in Bremen.
	 The key in their ministry, the Crownovers said, is 
getting people to look beyond Germany’s landmarks and 
tourist attractions and instead see the lostness in the area.
	 “If you were to come to Bremen as a tourist, 
you would see a beautiful city with great culture and 
atmosphere,” Arc said. “But if you were to stay and live 
among the people you would learn their values and see 
how different they are.”
	 In North Germany, only 1 out of 100 people are Christians. 
Atheism is the most predominant religious affiliation.
	 “We were told the lostness statistics for North 
Germany, but the experience was the only thing that 
could make it sink in,” Arc said.

THE CROWNOVERS’ WORK BEGINS
Before moving to North Germany, Arc and Rachel met 
while students at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. Both participated in 
short-term missions, Arc through trips with his church 
and Rachel through a six-month trip to East Asia. For Arc, 
God’s leading to North Germany became clear when he 
attended missions week at Southwestern. He spoke with 
Cevin, the team leader at the time for North Germany, 
who informed him about the lostness in Germany.
	 “I left that conversation thinking, If there is something 
we can do, we have to go and help,” Arc said.
	 While God used Cevin in Arc’s life to draw him to 
North Germany, Rachel’s missions journey began while 
serving in East Asia for six months. She and Arc were 
also dating at this time, and as their relationship grew, 
so did Rachel’s heart for missions. During her time in 
East Asia, Rachel began to see the benefit of being able 
to do missions as a couple. She participated in an English 
corner, informal English instruction held at schools and 
colleges, where she and her roommate shared the gospel 
with both men and women.
	 “Before this experience, I was very confident that  
I could remain single and be a missionary on my own,” 
Rachel said. “Yet there were simply moments where I 
wished a guy could spend time with these lost men we 
came in contact with.”

	 Eventually Arc and Rachel married, and God  
led them to North Germany to begin their work as 
church planters.
	 The Crownovers first lived in Hamburg, the second-
largest city in Germany. Nearly two million people call 
the city home. During the beginning of their ministry 
there, the Crownovers focused on learning the language 
and using hobbies like rock climbing and board games to 
build relationships with others.
	 “We learned that if you want to do ministry or 
outreach, get a hobby,” Arc said. “There is nothing like a 
shared passion that can bring people together and allow 
you the opportunity to share the gospel.”

CHURCH PLANTING IN DAS VIERTEL
The Crownovers moved to Bremen in March 2019  
after serving in Hamburg for more than three-and-a- 
half years.
	 The city center of Bremen is home to nearly 600,000 
people. The Crownovers planted a church in an area of 
the city called Das Viertel, which means “the quarter.”
	 Das Viertel is known for being the center of the 
arts in Bremen—a place with theaters, art museums, 
dance classes, and locally owned shops. Arc said it is a 
neighborhood where people pride themselves in forward 
thinking and accepting all lifestyles.
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	 To plant the church, Arc and Rachel worked with 
a national partner to ensure long-term growth for the 
church. The church began as a Bible study and grew to 
a house church. Now the church meets once a week in a 
music school.
	 Those who call the church in Das Viertel home are 
young professionals, college students, and young families. 
In addition to Bremen locals, some church members come 
from Brazil, the United States, Korea, and South Africa.
	 In addition to church planting, Arc and Rachel  
also focus on sharing the gospel with friends and  
training existing churches to share the gospel effectively 
and intentionally.
	 The church plant has sparked opportunities for 
gospel conversations with people the Crownovers meet 
in their day-to-day activities. For instance, Arc saw God 
change the life of a man named Patric whom he met on a 
train one day.

	 “He was interested in what I do and wanted to visit 
our church when we had one,” Arc said. “So a year later 
when we started the church plant, I invited him, and he 
came. Four months later, he became a Christian, went 
home, and shared the gospel with his wife. She, too, 
became a believer.”
	 Through the church plant, Arc also met Andre, who 
wanted to become more active in sharing his faith.
	 “We have been doing discipleship together for over a 
year now, and he is becoming more and more bold with 
sharing the gospel,” Arc said.

CHALLENGES THAT LEAD TO STEPS TOWARD JESUS
The goal in all the Crownovers’ work, be it church 
planting, evangelism, or discipleship, is to revitalize the 
church in North Germany, but with that comes obstacles 
both in church planting and in their personal lives.
	 One challenge is the state of the church at large in 
Germany. Many churches are closing faster than new 
ones can be planted due to financial challenges and the 
growing population.
	 “The new neighborhood where we have decided to 
focus our efforts could have 50 new churches built there, 
and that still wouldn’t be enough to reach the population 
there,” Arc said.
	 Sometimes it’s the people they are trying to reach 
or the local church leaders who make church planting 
difficult, Rachel said.
	 “The people here feel that they are doing just fine 
without Jesus. Local church leaders can be very wary of 
us thinking we want to come in and tell them how things 
should be done,” Rachel said. “Missions requires a lot of 
patience for learning the language and gaining the trust 
of locals.”
	 Another challenge in the Crownovers’ ministry is 
surrendering control of all that happens to God.
	 “In our Christian lives, it is so important to 
remember that we are sent to share the gospel with those 
we come into contact with,” Arc said. “But the hardest 
part of evangelism for me is that their belief isn’t in my 
control. I often have to remind myself that I can pray for 
people, [and] I can share the gospel with them, but only 
God can change their hearts.”
	 This challenge is evident to Arc in his relationship 
with his friend Stephan. Stephan is an atheist whom Arc 
meets up with weekly to play board games, and often the 
conversations end up centering on Arc’s faith. Arc said he 
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	 “We worship God in prayer and song as a family 
both when we see God do big things and when we are 
seeing little to no progress.”
	 Like many missionary families, the Crownovers have 
sacrificed a stable life in the United States in response to 
their calling to the missions field. They’ve had to trust 
God to provide for their family in North Germany and to 
equip them for their work.
	 For Arc and Rachel, their work is simply what 
obedience to God looks like for their family in this season 
of their lives.
	 “More than anything, we have grown in this through 
our time serving in Germany,” Arc said. “God asks us to 
go in obedience and share the gospel, but He is the one 
who changes hearts. Jesus is the one who saves, not Arc 
and Rachel; we are simply messengers.”
	 Pray for Arc and Rachel and their children as they 
continue to serve in North Germany through evangelism, 
discipleship, and church planting. Pray for wisdom as 
they seek partners to help plant another church in a new 
neighborhood. Pray for opportunities to share the gospel 
with their friends and neighbors.

doubted Stephan would ever become a believer because of 
how set in his views Stephan was.
	 But God caught Arc by surprise one day when he was 
leaving Stephan’s house, and Stephan said he’d pray for 
Arc for a medical procedure he was having.
	 “He said that he still does not believe, but he would 
try out prayer by praying for me,” Arc said.
	 Relationships like this one illustrate what Arc said is 
the hardest part of evangelism—the reality that the belief 
of the person he is sharing with is out of his control.
	 “I have learned and am learning to let go of my 
preferred timeline, to be willing to have as many 
conversations and [as much] patience as it takes,” he said.
	 And in learning to sacrifice his control and his 
timeline for seeing people come to faith, Arc has found 
joy. Both the small and big moments of ministry are 
worth it to him and deserve to be celebrated, he said.
	 “The joy for me comes simply when I see our friends 
here take steps closer to Jesus. It’s the whole reason we 
came here, to see people saved by Jesus,” Arc said. “But 
we have learned to celebrate the baby steps as well. We 
celebrate when our friends are curious and ask more 
questions about our belief.”




